
Howard County Council 
  George Howard Building   

3430 Court House Drive 
Ellicott City, Maryland  21043-4392 

 

Minutes (approved) 

Monthly Meeting 

October 13, 2015 

8:30 a.m. 

C. Vernon Gray Conference Room 

  

Members Present:  Mary Kay Sigaty, Chair; Jon Weinstein, Vice Chair; Calvin Ball; Greg Fox; 

Jen Terrasa  

 

Staff Present:  Jessica Feldmark, Administrator; Craig Glendenning, County Auditor 

 

The Chair opened the meeting at 8:35 a.m.   

 

The Council recognized Rozonna Hightower for her 15 years of service with the County 

Council.   

 

Affordable Housing in Downtown Columbia   

 

Fiscal Impact Analysis:  Carl DeLorenzo, Jeff Bronow, Keenan Rice, and Emily Metzler 

presented the fiscal impact analysis and answered questions from the Council.   

Council members requested the following revisions and additional information:   

 An updated copy of the fiscal impact analysis with continuous page numbering  

 Any data available on current tenants of the Metropolitan and whether they are 

relocating from elsewhere within Howard County or from outside Howard 

County  

 Copies of any studies (market demand, etc.) which informed the fiscal impact 

analysis  

 A new Scenario C which would assume Scenario B plus the redevelopment of the 

Flier site as a 220-unit mixed income LIHTC project  

 Clarification on how properties would be assessed based on income generation 

and how varying rental price points would impact assessed value  

 5-year, 10-year, and 20-year impacts for both Scenarios A & B, including the 

timing of capital projects and their associated debt service    

 Tables C-F restated in current dollars  

 A copy of the build-out schedule used as the basis for the Fiscal Impact Analysis  

 A revised copy of the phasing progression chart from the Downtown Columbia 

Plan to reflect the additional density  

 

Schools Study:  Joel Gallihue and Bruce Gist joined Mr. DeLorenzo to discuss the schools study.  

Mr. Gallihue provided an overview of the original Columbia Town Center School Analysis 

which was adopted by the Board of Education as part of its June 2014 Feasibility Study and then 

explained the update memo which addresses the additional density being proposed.  Members 
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noted the difference in pupil generation projections between the schools study and the fiscal 

impact analysis.   

Council members requested the following revisions and additional information:   

 Revise Scenario A of the fiscal impact analysis to account for the 650 additional 

students projected by the schools study.  

 A clear comparison of need for additional schools and school capacity based on: 

o Projected enrollments prior to adoption of the Downtown Columbia Plan 

o Projected enrollments based on the current Downtown Columbia Plan 

o Projected enrollments based on the proposed additional 1,250 units 

What are the differences in the size and timing of schools/additions required to 

meet those needs? 

   

The Council agreed to continue its discussion of affordable housing in Downtown Columbia on 

Monday, October 19, at 4:00 p.m.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:41 a.m. 

 

 

 

Statement of Closed Session 

 

The County Council held a closed meeting at 10:20 a.m. on October 7, 2015, in the Council’s 

conference room.   

 

Chairperson Sigaty moved that, in accordance with Section 3—305(b) (3), General Provisions 

Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, the meeting be closed for the purpose of considering the 

acquisition of real property for a public purpose and matters directly related thereto.  Council 

Member Ball seconded the motion.  Council Members Mary Kay Sigaty, Calvin Ball, Greg Fox, 

Jennifer Terrasa, and Jon Weinstein voted in favor.   

 

Members Present:  Mary Kay Sigaty; Jon Weinstein; Calvin Ball; Greg Fox; Jennifer Terrasa 

 

Others Present:  Jessica Feldmark, Council Administrator; Craig Glendenning, County Auditor; 

Jim Irvin, Director of Public Works 

 

Mr. Irvin briefed the Council on the status of negotiations to acquire a site for the 13
th

 high 

school.  No action was taken.   

 

The closed meeting was adjourned at 10:33 a.m.   

 


